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Commitment to the Health of   

Small Business in California
Marty Keller 
Founder/CEO

Small Business Revolution

Marty Keller is the founder and CEO of the nonprofit group Small Business Revolution, which aims to elect state legislators in 2012 who agree to focus single mindedly on supporting the state’s small businesses to turn around the dire state of the California economy. Marty ought to know. Prior to starting Small Business Revolution, he was appointed by Gov. Schwarzenegger and then again by Gov. Brown as the state’s “Small Business Advocate,” trying to provide support to the some 3.5 million small businesses in the state.  Marty’s approach in both capacities has been aimed at the creation of a statewide small business network, through which the state’s major wealth creators could collaborate in both business and political action. Marty stepped down from his state post shortly after his re-appointment by Gov. Brown to embark on the creation of Small Business Revolution.  He has graciously offered his time to explain the effort that he is so passion about.
Why did you start Small Business Revolution?

A few months after being appointed California’s Small Business Advocate by Gov. Schwarzenegger, it became very clear to me that state government and particularly the political leadership of the state had no serious commitment to the health of small business.  
The Schwarzenegger administration did not take any steps nor has the Brown administration taken any steps to reduce the tax burden, let alone ever-expanding regulatory dictates on small businesses, not even temporarily to encourage investment and employment during this long-term downturn. 

It was also clear to me that this was due to the lack of impactful engagement by California’s small business sector in the electoral process.  Why should officeholders support small business against “Big Business” or “Big Labor” if they cannot count on small business owners supporting them at the next election?

It’s a simple fact that California receives average to poor ratings for its business climate.  The Golden State is typically ranked anywhere from a mediocre high of 32nd to a low of 50th in ratings of its overall business climate.  Nothing has been done to move us up.  Even with the downturn in the economy and corresponding loss of businesses and jobs, there remain approximately 3.5 million small businesses in the state. 
We (small business) have the potential to create a significant political presence to turn the tide in support of the small business sector of the California economy.  If each of these business owners kicked in as little as $10 each there would be $35 million war chest that could be used to elect people to support the small business interest in the state legislature.
Small business owners take responsibility.  We take responsibility for our businesses, our  

customers, our employees, our vendors, our debts, and our communities.  Small Business 
Revolution is now a means by which we take responsibility for our governance.

The Preamble to the State Constitution establishes the purpose of government: “to secure and perpetuate the blessings of our God-given liberty.”  Forty years of mission creep has put us into today’s unsustainable situation for small business.  It is up to us to ensure that government does what we the people say it should.

Where do you see the Small Business Revolution in five years, in ten years?

If within five years we have not dramatically altered the direction of state government; if we haven’t made California a more competitive place to do business in; if small businesses haven’t dramatically expanded production and employment, Small Business Revolution will have failed and will not be around.

Additionally where do you see the California economy in 5 to 10 years specifically the business environment for small business and why?

Ironically, we are on the brink of a new wave of amazing prosperity, one that will eclipse the post World War II boom.  This time it will be the result of global connectivity and nanotechnology, both of which are driving us toward a new round of significant productivity increases and much lower distribution costs.  The rapidly growing demand in China and India for a middle-class standard of living for the majority of their citizens is driving the development, production, and deployment of innovative goods and services.  Many of these are, for now, stuck in the application pipeline because of the tight credit markets.  California’s innovation culture puts us in great position to regain global prominence.  So I am quite optimistic that, by 2016-17 we will be managing the challenges of rapid growth, rather than the devolution we have to engage now.

Identify a quote that best describes your work ethic: 
“Together we know far more than we do individually.”

What or where is your favorite location in California to visit: 
San Francisco

Name one thing that you like best about your job: 
Working with the humble but powerful wealth creators of California.
What keeps you awake at night? 
Nothing; God’s in charge!
For further information, contact: Marty Keller at Small Business Revolution, 1724 10th Street, Sacramento 95811 and at 888-313-7089 and at www.smallbusinessrev.com 
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