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 Palm Desert reviews Avanterra
11-26-07
The city of Palm Desert is working with developers in an innovative and smart growth oriented project called ‘Avanterra’.  

The project will be part of the Bob Hope Chrysler Classic Golf Course and its existing $30 million two story clubhouse.  Avanterra will include a 14 story, 300 room hotel plus 125/residences/ condominiums along with conference facilities and spa.  Additionally it will include two five story office buildings totaling 235,000 square feet in size. Also, the project will include nearly a million square feet of retail space and nearly 800 condominiums across the golf complex.

Once known as NorthStar Ranch, the project received approval in February, though changes in height and density will require another county vote. If approved, Avanterra holds the potential to employ at least 5,000 people when completed. The project holds potential to be a well-known resort with business opportunities and a quality of life that will rival many other destinations, said John Soulliere, president and chief executive of Coachella Valley Economic Partnership. Palm Desert Councilman Robert Spiegel said he believes the city will benefit from the retail sales tax from the added residents and businesses that would likely gravitate to the south side of I-10.

Already approved is development of the office complex, which could break ground as early as fall 2008, with the retail possibly following in 2009. Hotel construction is slated for 2010, with completion possible in 2012.
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