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Slowing Economy Impacts Long Beach Project
02-10-08
The ambitious redevelopment plans for the former Boeing/Douglas Aircraft land north 
of Long Beach Airport known as Douglas Park that included mixed office, retail and 
housing are being revised due to the slowing economy.
Douglas Park, a 261 acre development approved by the city in 2004 originally had 
provisions for an estimated 3.1 million square feet for commercial space, offices, 
light industry, research and development and 1,400 housing units.
But given the slowdown in the market, the 1,400 residences originally proposed 
included in the project now appear to be a casualty of the sinking housing market. 
Developers plan to replace the homes with additional office space elsewhere on the 
261-acre project site, as part of an aggressive push to bring more jobs to Long Beach.
Under a new proposal, the development could increase to 4 million square feet of space 
for offices, light industry and research and development.  The13.5 acres set aside for 
parks will be changed and be placed in green space between office buildings.  The project still calls for a 400 room hotel to be built.
Douglas Park, approved by city leaders in 2004, was intended to revive the site of the 
defunct Boeing aircraft manufacturing plant, built by Douglas Aircraft Co., which once 
employed about 50,000 people. The refashioned project will retain design features that 
pay tribute to Long Beach's once-booming aerospace industry. These include a life-size 
statue of the aviation entrepreneur and project namesake Donald Douglas with his trusty dog; DC-8 tail fins at the project's main entrance; and a two-story replica of the Douglas Company’s bronze globe with aircraft circling it.
City officials welcomed the change to a more employment oriented project given the loss of jobs caused by the closure.  It is estimated that 15,000 new full time jobs will be created from the redevelopment and reuse of the site.
The proposed revisions require City Council approval.
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