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Los Angeles Breaks Ground for Wind Farm
02-01-08
Los Angeles City officials broke ground on a mountainside wind farm that is expected to produce enough electricity to power 56,000 homes upon its completed next year.

The 8,000-acre Pine Tree Wind Project in the Tehachapi Mountains about 100 miles north of Los Angeles will more than double the portion of energy the nation's second-largest city receives from wind and help fulfill its pledge to having a fifth of its energy come from renewable sources by 2010.
The $425 million, 120 megawatt facility will have 80 turbines and a new high-voltage transmission line.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa also announced plans for another wind farm on an adjacent 12,000-acre site. Together, the projects would generate enough electricity for nearly 130,000 homes.

In addition, the Pine Tree project will displace at least 200,000 tons of greenhouse gas emissions annually, the equivalent of taking 35,000 cars off the road. When complete, it will combine with alternative energy sources such as hydroelectric and geothermal power to bring the city's renewable power supply to more than an eighth of its total energy needs.

The Pine Tree project is the largest wind farm operated by a city utility in the state. The winds that sweep through the Tehachapi Mountains are also a source of energy for Southern California Edison, which provides power to 180 cities in central, coastal and southern California outside Los Angeles. Edison contracted in December 2006 with private operator Alta Windpower Development for 1,500 megawatts of power. Edison's transmission lines from the area can currently carry less than half of that, but it plans to have transmission capacity for 4,500 megawatts in place by 2013, when it will contract with operators for additional power, said Stuart Hemphill, Edison's director of renewable and alternative power.

Wind energy now makes up just over 1 percent of all the power used in the U.S., but it is the nation's fastest- growing energy source, American Wind Energy Association spokeswoman Christine Real de Azua said. Nearly 30 percent of all new generating capacity produced in the country came from wind, de Azua said. But she said it is unknown how rapidly wind power will continue to expand because energy companies are waiting to see if federal tax credits for renewable energy sources are reauthorized later this year before committing to new projects.
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